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At the nmeeting of the Public Service Conm ssion of the State of Montana hel d
at the Conmission's Ofices in Hel ena, Muntana, on Mnday, Decenber 2, 1996,
the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conmi ssioner
Danny Cberg, Conm ssioner
Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

APPEARANCE
Dan Elliott, Adm nistrator
Utility Division

(499) In the matter of WORLDCOM DBA W LTEL - Docket N96.11.182; On
Novenber

6, 1996, WrldCom Inc. dba Wltel Network Services filed tariff revisions to
t hei r Mont ana

Price List No. 1. This filing reflects an increase in the Per Call Surcharge;
Changes in the

Base Rates; and Expands the description of the Casual Call by referring to
themas LEC Bill ed

Measure Service. This is being done to allow the conversion of all WI Tel
traffic to the

conbi ned WrldCom Inc. Billing system Conmi ssioner Rowe noved to approve
the tariff

revisions in Price List No. 1. Conm ssioner Fisher seconded the notion, which
passed

unani mousl y.

(500) In the matter of WORLDCOM | NC. DBA LDDS WORLDCOM - Docket
N96. 11. 190; On Novenber 14, 1996, Worl dCom Inc. dba LDDS Worl dComfil ed
tariff

revisions to their Mntana Price List Tariff. This filing expands the
description of the Casual

Call to clarify the service and changing the nane to LEC Bill ed Measure
Service. Conmi ssioner Fisher noved to approve the tariff revisions.
Commi ssi oner Rowe seconded the

notion, which passed unani nously.

(501) In the matter of US WEST COVMUNI CATI ONS - Docket N95.10.155; On
November

18, 1996, US West Conmmunications filed revised ot fees for the Tinberline
Project Area in

t he Bozeman exchange. The revised fees reflect the conmpany's | ower-than-
antici pated costs on

this project. Comm ssioner Fisher noved to approve the revised | ot fees.
Conmi ssi oner

herg seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

(502) In the matter of NORTHWESTERN TELEPHONE SYSTEMS - Docket N96. 11. 185;
On Novenber 13, 1996, PTI Communications submitted a filing to adjust charges
for

addi tional engineering and | abor services. The Conpany feels these charges
nore accurately

reflect the current costs associated with providing these services.
Commi ssi oner Rowe noved

to approve the filing. Comn ssioner Anderson seconded the notion, which
passed. Comm s-

sioners McCaffree, Fisher, Rowe and Anderson voted aye. Conmi ssioner Oberg
di ssent ed.

(503) The next three itenms were voted on as one item

In the matter of TOMN OF KEVIN - Docket D96.11.202; The Town of Kevin filed a
petition
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to pass through a decrease in rates pursuant to MPC s (Docket D96.2.22) gas
tracker rate
decrease. Final Order No. 5958.

In the matter of TOAN OF SUNBURST - Docket D96.11.203; The Town of Sunbur st
filed a

petition to pass through a decrease in rates pursuant to MPC s (Docket
D96. 2. 22) gas tracker

rate decrease. Final Oder No. 5959.

In the matter of CUT BANK GAS CO. - Docket D96.11.204; Cut Bank Gas Co. filed
a

petition to pass through a decrease in rates pursuant to MPC s (Docket
D96. 2. 22) gas tracker

rate decrease. Final Oder No. 5960.

Commi ssi oner herg nmoved to approve the above |listed Final O ders.
Commi ssi oner Fi sher

seconded t he nmotion, which passed unani nously. (504) In the matter of MDU
RESOURCES GROUP, I NC. - Docket D96.11.183; On

Novenber 8, 1996, MD. filed an application seeking authority to issue up to
$50, 000, 000 of

short-termindebt edness. MD. requests the authority to be effective through
Decenber 31,

1998. The short-termindebt edness proposed to be issued will either be in the
formof ordinary

unsecured prom ssory notes representing bank borrow ngs and/or in the form of
conmmer ci al

paper. This application is a continuance of the authority granted by the
Commi ssi on i n Docket

No. 94.11.51. A default order has been drafted. Comm ssioner Qberg noved to
approve

Default Order No. 5955. Conmi ssioner Fisher seconded the notion, which passed
unani mousl y.

(505) In the matter of MONTANA POMNER COMPANY - Docket D96. 11.186; On
Noverber 14, 1996, MPC filed an application seeking authority to issue up to
$150, 000, 000 of short-termindebtedness. MPC requests the authority to be
effective through Decenber 31, 1998.

The short-termindebt edness proposed to be issued will be in the formof a
revolving credit and

term | oan agreenment, pronissory notes to banks, conmercial paper drafts,
banker acceptance

drafts or such other nmeans as nay be deened advisable. This applicationis a
conti nuance of

the authority granted by the Commission in Docket No. 94.11.55. A default
order has been

drafted. Conmi ssioner Fisher noved to approve Default Order No. 5956.
Commi ssi oner

Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

(506) In the matter of MONTANA PONER COVPANY - Docket D96.11.189; On
Novenber 15, 1996, MPC filed an application seeking authority to issue up to
$150, 000, 000 of

unsecured long-termdebt in the formof nmediumtermnotes. MPC requests the
authority to be

ef fective through Decenber 31, 1998. This application is a continuance of the
authority

granted by the Conmission in Docket No. D95.12.181. A default order has been
draft ed.

Commi ssi oner Rowe noved to approve Default Order No. 5957. Conmi ssi oner

Fi sher

seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

APPEARANCE

Wayne Budt, Administrator
Transportation Division
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(507) In the matter of TN1825 - Ray Jerrel, Inc., Mles City, Montana
requests cancel l ation
of the renmaining authority held under PSC No. 845.

Class B - Property between d endive, Mntana and Crcle, Mntana via

Uni on and

Li ndsay, Montana. General Conmodities fromd endive, Mntana to Wl f
Poi nt ,

Mont ana over Montana H ghway No. 20 to Circle, Montana and fromGircle
Mont ana

to Wl f Point, Mntana over Mntana Hi ghway No. 13 serving the

i nternmedi ate and

of f-route points of Lindsay, Crcle and Vida, Montana. Limtations:
Transportation of

ashes, trash, waste, refuse, rubbish and garbage is prohibited.

Class B - General Commodities and Property - except commodities in bulk

bet ween

Lewi stown, Mdntana and d endi ve, Montana, over U S. H ghway No. 87 and
Mont ana

State Hi ghway No. 20, serving all internediate points. Limtations:

Transportation of
ashes, trash, waste, refuse, rubbish, and garbage is prohibited

Class C - Property as a contract carrier in intrastate service, within
the City of Mles

City, Montana and to or frompoints tributary thereto, but within a

di stance not

exceedi ng one hundred fifty (150) nmiles in any direction fromsaid city.
Limtations:

Pi ckup and delivery on Class "A" routes is prohibited. Transportation of
ashes, trash,

wast e, refuse, rubbi sh and garbage i s prohibited.

Commi ssi oner herg nmoved to cancel PSC No. 845. Conmi ssioner Rowe seconded
t he
noti on, which passed unani nously.

(508) In the matter of TN1826 - Helena Unlimted, Inc. dba Last Chance
Tours, Hel ena,

Mont ana request perm ssion to suspend PSC No. 2516 for a six nmonth period,
Cct ober 15,

1996 to April 15, 1997.

Class A - Persons in the City of Helena, Montana. Limtations: This
certificate may
not be sold, |eased, transferred or assigned.

Cl ass B- Passengers in charter service by neans of open-air tour vehicles
pul | ed by

replica vintage | oconotive-style vehicles or in open-air trolly-style
vehicles, within the

City of Helena, Montana, and a fifteen (15) nile radius thereof.

Conmi ssi oner Anderson noved to suspend PSC No. 2516 for a period of six
nont hs.
Conmi ssi oner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

APPEARANCE
Laura Cal ki n
Centralized Services

(509) In the matter of the approval of Comm ssion M nutes; Conm ssioner
Rowe noved to

approve the Conmi ssion Mnutes for the week of Novenber 25, 1996.
Commi ssi oner Fi sher
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seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

(510) In the matter of the approval of the Commi ssion's January, 1997
Cal endar; Conmi ssi oner Qoberg noved to approve the cal endar as submitted.
Commi ssi oner Rowe seconded the

noti on, which passed unani nously.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Conmi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)At the neeting of the Public Service Conm ssion of the State of Mntana
hel d at the Commission's Ofices in Hel ena, Montana, on Tuesday, Decenber 3,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Danny Cberg, Conm ssioner
Bob Rowe Comm ssi oner

Conmi ssi oner Anderson was attending an EPRI neeting but left his votes with
t he Conmi ssion Secretary.

APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson, Dan Elliott

(511) In the matter of the Conmi ssion's discussion of the proposed
Abandonnent Cost Rul es;

Commi ssi oner Rowe noved to approve the rules as noticed. Commi ssioner Fisher
seconded

the notion, which passed. Conmi ssioners MCaffree, Fisher and Rowe voted aye.
Commi ssi oner (berg abstained. Comm ssioner Anderson voted aye.

APPEARANCE
Robi n McHugh, M ke Lee

(512) In the matter of the Conmi ssion's di scussion of Montana Power
Conmpany' s rate design

case Docket No. D96. 3.33; Comm ssioner Rowe noved to approve the staff draft
of a fina

order approving the rate design stipulation subject to editing and anmendi ng
paragraph 5 to read
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"shall". Conmi ssioner Fisher seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.
Conmi ssi oner Anderson voted aye.

APPEARANCE
Kar en Hamel

(513) In the matter of the Conmi ssion's discussion of AT&T and US West
Conmuni cation's

petition for Arbitration - Docket No. D96.11.200; Conmi ssioner Oberg noved to
i ssue a

Notice of Arbitration request which states that the Conmission will be
arbitrator, appoint

Karen Hammel as hearing officer and, issue a protective order and a procedura
schedul e.

Conmi ssi oner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously. Commi ssi oner
Ander son voted aye via his proxy to Comi ssi oner Rowe.

APPEARANCE
Karen Hammel, M ke Sheard, Ron Wods
(514) In the matter of the Conmi ssion's discussion of consolidating Notice
of Resale

Agreenents filed by G tizens and Montana Communi cati ons - Docket Nos.
D96. 11. 198 and

D96. 11. 191; Conmmi ssi oner Rowe npved to consolidate the Notice of Resale

Agr eenent s of

Citizens and Montana Conmuni cations. Commi ssioner Fisher seconded the notion
whi ch

passed unani nously. Conmi ssi oner Anderson voted aye.
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There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Conmi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL) At the neeting of the Public Service Conm ssion of the State of
Mont ana hel d at the Comm ssion's Ofices in Hel ena, Mdntana, on Friday,
Decenber 6, 1996, the follow ng nmenbers were

present:
Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conm ssi oner
Danny Cberg, Conmi ssi oner
Commi ssioner Rowe was ill during this work session, but did give his vote to

t he Conmi ssi on
Secretary upon his return

APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson, Dan Elliott

(515) In the matter of the Conmi ssion's discussion of consideration of
pendi ng noti ons and

obj ections in Mntana Power Conpany's natural gas restructuring case - Docket
No.

D96. 2. 22; Commi ssi oner herg noved to suspend the procedureal order on its
own notion

for four weeks and directed staff to call an attorney's conference to discuss
a possible

settlement. Comm ssioner Fisher seconded the notion, which passed.
Commi ssi oners Cberg,

Ander son and Fi sher voted aye. Conmi ssioner Rowe voted aye. Conm ssioner
McCaf free

di ssent ed.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair
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DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Conmi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)At the neeting of the Public Service Conm ssion of the State of Mntana
hel d at the Commission's OFfices in Hel ena, Montana, on Monday, Decenber 9,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Danny Cberg, Conmi ssi oner

Conm ssi oners Anderson and Rowe were absent, but left their votes with the
Conm ssi on

Secretary.
APPEARANCE
Dan Elliott, Adm nistrator
Utility Division
(516) In the matter of Docket N96.11.196, AT&T Conmuni cations filed mnor

t ext changes

to their Montana Tariff on Novenber 20, 1996. This filing restructures the
Operator Service

Charges billed to all other calling cards into two (2) separate categories,
as calls billed to a

Local Exchange Conpany Calling Card or a Conmercial Credit/Charge Card.
Conmi ssi oner

Fi sher noved to approve the text changes to AT&T's Montana Tariff.
Commi ssi oner oerg

seconded t he nmotion, which passed unani nously. Conmi ssioners Rowe and
Ander son vot ed

aye.
APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt, Administrator
Transportation Division
(517) In the matter of TN1827, Witefish Sober Chauffeur Taxi, Inc.,

Wit efish, Montana

requests permssion to suspend PSC No. 8235 for a final 6 nonths, Decenber 19,
1996 to

June 19, 1997.

Cl ass B - Passengers and baggage between points in Witefish, Mntana, on
t he

one hand, and the Kalispell bus depot, on the other. Limtations: (1)
Carrier is

prohi bited fromoperating vehicles with a passenger capacity above ei ght

(8). (2)
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Transportation of passengers in |inmousine service is prohibited.

Commi ssi oner herg nmoved to suspend for the final six nonths. Conmm ssioner
Fi sher

seconded t he nmotion, which passed unani nously. Conmi ssioners Rowe and
Ander son vot ed

aye.

(518) In the matter of TN1828, Robert F. A sen dba Fortnman Truck Line,
Ham | t on,

Mont ana requests cancellation of the remmining, regulated, intrastate
authority held under PSC

No. 1405.

Class B - Property over and on public highway No. 93 from M ssoul a,

Mont ana to

| daho- Mont ana boundary |ine on the south, serving the off-route points of
St evensvi l | e,

Mont ana and Corvallis, Montana. Limitation: Transportation of ashes,
trash, waste,

ref use, rubbish and garbage prohibited.

Class B - Property between all points and places in M ssoula and Raval |

Counties. Limtations: 1) Transportation of acids, chemicals, lineg,
cenent,
nol asses, liquid aninmal and poultry feed suppl ements, petrol eum and

petrol eum

products in bulk in tank vehicles is prohibited. 2) Transportation of
audit and

accounting nmedia, data processing nedia and busi ness records; filmand
mcrofilm(except nmedical filmand x-ray film; val uabl e papers, non-
negoti abl e

securities and bank checks is prohibited. 3) Transportation of Mercer
type

commpdities (as defined in T. EE Mercer and G E. Mercer Extension - QO
Field Cormmodities, 74 MCC 459) specifically including water and petrol eum
and petrol eum products to and fromall known oil and gas fields and to

and from

any and all wild cat fields which may be prospected and/ or devel oped for
oil and

gas in the State of Montana is prohibited. 4) Transportation between
M ssoul a,

Mont ana, and Seel ey Lake, Montana, is prohibited.

Commi ssi oner Fi sher noved to cancel the remaining, regulated intrastate
authority held under

PSC No. 1405. Conmi ssioner Oberg seconded the notion, which passed
unani nousl y.

Conmi ssi oners Rowe and Anderson voted aye

(519) In the matter of TN1829, Marc W Johnson, Ronan, Mntana requests
aut hori zation to

continue the | ease of PSC No. 1448 to Fl athead Di sposal, Inc., Ronan, Mntana
for a one year

period January 12, 1997 to January 12, 1998.

Class D - Ashes, trash, waste, refuse, rubbish, garbage, organic and

i norgani c natter

within the town of Ronan, Mntana, and between all points and pl aces
withina fifty

(50) nmile radius thereof. Limtations: Transportation is prohibited
within a three and

one half mle (3.5 mle) radius of the junction of U S. H ghway 90 and
U S. Hi ghway

93 (approxinmately 3.5 mles south of Evaro hill), with the EXCEPTI ON of
novemrent s

which originate in that area and term nate in Ronan, Mntana, or

8
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originate in Ronan
and terminate in the 3.5 nmle radius area.

Commi ssi oner herg noved to approve the continuation of the | ease of PSC No.
1448 for a

peri od of one year. Conmi ssioner Fisher seconded the notion, which passed
unani nmousl y.

Conmi ssi oners Rowe and Anderson voted aye

(520) In the matter of TN1830, Marc W Johnson, Ronan, Mntana requests
aut hori zation to

continue the | ease of PSC No. 2870 to Dan Tronp, Marc Johnson, Stuart Rubel &
Rober t

McCrea a Partnership dba M ssion Valley Disposal, Ronan, Mntana for a one
year period

January 17, 1997 to January 17, 1998.

Class D - Garbage and refuse, authorized to serve an area whose eastern
west ern and sout hern boundaries are defined as the arc on the

ci rcunf erence of

a 35 mle radius circle whose center originates at Pol son, Mntana and

whose

northern boundary is defined as a cord of the 35 nmile radius circle
runni ng

tangent to a 10 nile radius circle whose center originates at Ronan,
Mont ana

Carrier is allowed to transport authorized comobdities to certified
landfills from
territory authorized.

Conmi ssi oner Cberg noved to continued the | ease of PSC No. 2870 for a period
of one year.

Conmi ssi oner Fi sher seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.
Conmi ssi oners Rowe

and Anderson voted aye

(521) In the matter of TN1831, Dan Kautz dba V.I|.P. Linousine, Billings,
Mont ana requests
an additional 3 nonths of suspension for PSC No. 8920, Novenber 3, 1996 to

February 3,

1997.
C ass B - Passengers between all points and places in Yell owstone and
Sweet gr ass
Counties. Limtations: 1) Transportation of Burlington Northern train
crews is

prohibited. 2) Transportationis linted to five (5) passengers or |ess
per vehicle and

further limted to |inousine transportation only. 3) Reservations for

I i mousi ne service

nmust be nade at | east 24 hours in advance. 4) Transportation as a taxi
or jitney is

pr ohi bi t ed.

Conmi ssi oner Fi sher noved to grant the additional three nonths of suspension
for PSC No

8920. Conmi ssi oner Oberg seconded the notion, which passed 4-0. Conmm ssioner
Ander son

voted aye. Conm ssioner Rowe did not |eave a vote on this item

(522) In the matter of Docket T-96.72.0TSC, R L. Bertolino dba R & M

Li vestock &

Trucking, Billings, Montana has failed to file a 1995 annual report. An O der
To Show Cause

has been i ssued and received with no response.

Class C - Feed, househol d goods, farm nachinery and |lunber, within a

9
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fifty (50) mle
radi us of Pl evna, Montana.

Conmi ssi oner Cberg noved to cancel PSC No. 1971. Conmi ssioner Fisher seconded
t he

notion, which passed 4-0. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye. Conmi ssioner Rowe
di d not

| eave a vote on this item

APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt
Centralized Services

(523) In the matter of the approval of Comm ssion M nutes; Conmi ssioner
Cberg nmoved to

approve the Conmi ssion Mnutes for the week of Decenber 2, 1996. Conm ssi oner
Fi sher

seconded the notion, which passed 4-0. Conmi ssi oner Anderson voted aye.
Commi ssi oner

Rowe did not |eave a vote on this item

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Conmi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)At the neeting of the Public Service Conm ssion of the State of Mntana
hel d at the Commission's Offices in Hel ena, Montana, on Monday, Decenber 16,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conmi ssioner
Danny Cberg, Conmi ssi oner

Commi ssi oner Rowe was attendi ng BPA neetings in Portland, Oregon, but left his
votes with
t he Conmi ssion Secretary via tel ephone Decenber 13, 1996.

APPEARANCE

Dan Elliott, Adm nistrator
Utility Division

10
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(524) In the matter of LI NCOLN TELEPHONE COMPANY - Docket N96. 11.199; On
Novenber 21, 1996, Lincoln Tel ephone filed to introduce voice mail service
Conmi ssi oner

Ander son noved to approve the application to introduce voice nail service
Conmi ssi oner

Fi sher seconded the notion, which passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Rowe voted
aye via

proxy to Conmm ssi oner Anderson.

(525) In the matter of LI NCOLN TELEPHONE COMPANY - Docket N96. 11.197; On
Novenber 21, 1996, Lincoln Tel ephone Conpany, Inc. filed revisions to its
tariff which

woul d al l ow | ate paynent penalties on delinquent accounts. The filing also
del et es i nstrunent

| ease rates which are no | onger regul ated. Conmi ssioner Anderson noved to
approve the

revisions to the tariff. Conm ssioner Oberg seconded the notion, which passed
unani nmousl y.

Commi ssi oner Rowe voted aye via proxy to Conmi ssioner Anderson

APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt, Administrator
Transportation Division

(526) In the matter of Docket T-96.112. PCN - El ai na and Andrew Prince dba
Prince

Li nousi ne Service, Plentywod, Montana filed an application for a Certificate
of Public

Conveni ence and Necessity. Parties have stipulated to the follow ng grant of
aut hority:

Class B - Passengers in |inousine service (1) between all points and

pl aces in

Dani el s and Sheridan Counties; and (2) To and fromall points and pl aces
within

Ri chl and, Roosevelt, and Valley Counties, limted to transportati on which
bot h

originates and ternminates in Daniels and/or Sheridan Counties.Limtation:
Li nousi ne service which is limted to nine (9) passengers or |ess.

Commi ssi oner bherg noved to approve the stipulated grant of authority.
Conmi ssi oner

Fi sher seconded the notion, which passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Rowe voted
aye.

(527) In the matter of TN1832 - Janes A Jones dba G Ifield Mintenance
Conmpany, Gllette,

Woni ng requests authorization to continue the | ease of PSC No. 9297 to
Kenneth W Giffith

dba Ken Griffith Excavating, Baker, Montana for one year Decenber 28, 1996 to
Decenber

28, 1997.

Cass D - Garbage, solid waste, debris between all points and places in
Fal l on, Carter
and W baux County.

Commi ssi oner Fi sher noved to grant permnission to continue to | ease PSC No.
9297 for a

peri od of one year. Conmi ssioner Oberg seconded the notion, which passed
unani nousl y.

Conmi ssi oner Rowe voted aye.

11
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(528) In the matter of TN1833 - The Waggoners Trucking, Billings,
Mont ana, PSC No. 772,
requests cancellation of their base authority and Sub G

Cl ass B - Persons, baggage and ski equi pnent, from Livingston, Mntana to
t he

Bri dger Bow Ski Area, Gallatin County, Mntana, and return.

Limtations: Transportation of persons, baggage and ski equi pnent

bet ween Livi ngston and Bozeman

Mont ana i s prohibited.

C ass B - Househol d goods (as defined by Conmission) fromDbDillon and

poi nts

within a radius of 65 nmiles in any direction fromsaid city to points and
pl aces in

the State of Montana and fromall points and places in the State of

Mont ana to

Dillon and points within a radius of 65 niles in any direction fromsaid
city.

Commi ssi oner Fi sher noved to cancel Base and Sub G authority of PSC No. 772.
Commi ssi oner herg seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.
Commi ssi oner Rowe vot ed

aye.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Conmi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL) At the neeting of the Public Service Conmi ssion of the State of Mntana
held at the Commi ssion's Ofices in Hel ena, Montana, on Tuesday, Decenber 17,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Danny Cberg, Conmi ssi oner

Commi ssi oner Rowe was attendi ng BPA neetings in Portland, Oregon and did not
partici pate

in this work session. Conmi ssioner Anderson was in Washi ngton, D.C
participating in

NARUC i nterviews and did not participate in this work session

12
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APPEARANCE
Karen Hamrel , Ron Wbods, M ke Sheard

(529) In the matter of the Conmi ssion's discussion of Docket No. D96.9. 150
- post hearing

consi deration of contested issues in the Western Wrel ess vs. USWC
arbitration;

Conmi ssi oner Cberg noved to direct staff to draft an order which adopts the
West ern

Wreless position on transportation and term nation rates. Conmi ssioner

Fi sher seconded the

notion, which passed unani nously.

Commi ssi oner herg noved to direct staff to draft an order which concl udes
t hat March 29

1996 is the date for reciprocal conpensation to begin. 1In adopting this
concl usion, due to

guestions over jurisdiction the Comi ssion nakes the finding, but will not
include it in the

Ordering section. The Commi ssion further directs that the order be drafted
whi ch concl udes

and orders that the effective date of the arbitrated rate is the date the
Comni ssi on approves the

arbitrated agreenent. Conm ssioner Fisher seconded the notion, which passed
unani mousl y.

Conmi ssi oner Cberg noved to direct staff to draft an order which adopts the
USWC position

of the use of a 17% adm nistrative factor for US West traffic term nation on
Western Wrel ess,

but directs the two parties to conmence negotiations within six (6) nonths to
further refine

such factor. Conmm ssioner Fisher seconded the notion, which passed

unani mousl y.

Conmi ssi oner Cberg noved to direct staff to draft an order which adopts the
West ern

Wreless position on the use of the MIA definition of |ocal service but
adopting USWC s 5%

adj ustnent factor. Conmi ssioner Fisher seconded the nmotion, which passed
unani mousl y.

The Conmi ssion deferred until 8:30 a.m on Friday, Decenber, 20, 1996

consi deration of the

final issue which involves end office or tandem desi gnati on and conpensati on
of Western's

MTI'SQO.
APPEARANCE
Karen Hammel , W1l Rosqui st
(530) In the matter of the Conmi ssion's discussion of Flathead Vall ey

Busi ness Associ ati on

conpl ai nt agai nst PTlI and their request for an order - Docket No. D96.9. 152;
Commi ssi oner

oerg nmoved to defer until the week of January 6, 1997, consideration of the
request from

FVBA for a interimorder. Said deferral will allow for PSC consi deration of
the Digitrex

docket which nmay have inplications on the notion. Conmi ssioner Fisher
seconded t he

notion, which passed unani nously.
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There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL) At the neeting of the Public Service Conmmi ssion of the State of Mntana
held at the Commi ssion's Ofices in Hel ena, Montana, on Tuesday, Decenber 17,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Danny Cberg, Conmi ssi oner

Commi ssi oner Rowe was attendi ng BPA neetings in Portland, Oregon and did not
vote on the

following item Conmi ssioner Anderson was in Washington, D.C. participating
i n NARUC

interviews and but left his vote with the Commi ssion Secretary.

APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt, Laura Calkin, Dan Elliott, Robin MHugh

(531) In the matter of the Conm ssion's discussion of out-of-state travel;
Conmi ssi oner

Fi sher noved to approve out-of-state travel for Mke Lee to attend the Wnter
NARUC

Meetings in Washington, D.C. in February. Comni ssioner Cberg seconded the
noti on, which

passed unani nously. Conmi ssi oner Anderson voted aye.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner
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DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL) At the neeting of the Public Service Conmi ssion of the State of Mntana
held at the Commi ssion's Ofices in Hel ena, Montana, on Tuesday, Decenber 17,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Danny Cberg, Conmi ssi oner

Commi ssi oner Rowe was attendi ng BPA neetings in Portland, Oregon but left his
vote via

t el ephone Decenber 13, 1996 with the Comni ssion Secretary. Conmm ssioner
Ander son was

i n Washington, D.C. participating in NARUC interviews but left his vote with
t he Commi ssi on

Secretary.
APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson, Joel Tierney
(532) In the matter of the Conm ssion's discussion of Montana Power

Conmpany' s Gas

Tracki ng - Docket No. D96.2.22; Comr ssioner Qberg noved to issue a Notice of
Commi ssion Action taking adm nistrative notice of a clerical error inits
recent gas tracking order and

finding that the MPC identified calculation will be considered and used in the
next gas tracking

period. Conmi ssioner Fisher seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.
Conmi ssi oners Anderson and Rowe voted aye.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary
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(SEAL)At the neeting of the Public Service Conm ssion of the State of Mntana
hel d at the Commission's Ofices in Hel ena, Montana, on Thursday, Decenber 19,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conmi ssioner
Danny Cberg, Conm ssioner
Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt, Dan Elliott, Robin MHugh

(533) In the matter of the Conmmi ssion's discussion of its budget and its
staff organization;

Conmi ssi oner Cberg noved to transfer Transportation Division Enpl oyees Vicki
Nel son and

Bonni e Lorang to the Conpliance, Tariff's and Public Information Bureau of the
Uility

Division. The Conpliance, Tariff's and Public Information Bureau will submt
a work plan

and goal s and objectives for 1997 to Dan Elliott, Administrator of the Utility
Division and to

the Conmmi ssion within 30 days. The vacant field enforcenent position wll
remai n vacant.

Conmi ssi oner Anderson seconded t he notion, which passed unani nously.

Commi ssi oner Fisher noved to anend the previous notion to include a one grade
upgr ade for

Tina Shorten. Motion failed for |ack of a second and vote reverts to original
not i on.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)At the neeting of the Public Service Conm ssion of the State of Mntana
hel d at the Commission's Ofices in Hel ena, Montana, on Friday, Decenber 20,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
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Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conmi ssioner
Danny Cberg, Conm ssioner
Bob Rowe Comm ssi oner

APPEARANCE
Karen Hamel, M ke Sheard, Ron Wods
(534) In the matter of the Conm ssion's discussion of Western Wrel ess vs.
U W West

Communi cations - Arbitration for Interconnection Conpensation - Docket No.
D96. 9. 150;

Conmi ssi oner Anderson noved to direct staff to draft an order which adopts the
Uswc

position on the issue of whether Western Wrel ess shoul d be conpensated at the
t andem

switching rate or end office rate. Comm ssioner Fisher seconded the notion
whi ch passed

Conmi ssi oners McCaffree, Fisher, Anderson and Cberg voted aye. Conmi ssioner
Rowe

di ssent ed.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)At the neeting of the Public Service Conm ssion of the State of Mntana
hel d at the Commission's Ofices in Hel ena, Montana, on Monday, Decenber 23,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conmi ssioner
Danny Cberg, Conm ssioner
Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

APPEARANCE
Dan Elliott, Adm nistrator
Utility Division
(535) In the matter of MONTANA- DAKOTA UTI LI TIES CO. - Docket N96.12. 205
On

17



199612. TXT 1/ 21/ 1997

Decenber 3, 1996, Montana-Dakota Uilities Co. (MDU) filed an application for
authority to

i mpl ement revisions to the Selective Testing Plan for Watthour Meters. MU is
proposing a

new randomtesting systemusing Mlitary Standard 414. A neno concerning this
filing was

routed | ast week. Conm ssioner Cherg noved to approve the application
Conmi ssi oner

Fi sher seconded t he notion, which passed unani nously.

APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt, Administrator
Transportation Division

(536) In the matter of TN1835 - Mark L. Foos dba Nort hwest Passage,
Billings, Mntana

requests permssion to | ease PSC No. 9332 to Silver Eagle Shuttle, Inc.,
Billings, Mntana for

one year, Decenber 23, 1996 t hrough Decenber 23, 1997.

Class B - Passengers and their personal bel ongi ngs between all points and
pl aces

inthe State of Montana. Limtations: (1) Transportationis restricted
to that

provi ded by vehicles with a rated seating capacity of eight or less. (2)
Transportation nmust originate or terminate in Yellowstone County. (3)

No passenger

transportation services shall originate or termnate within Fergus,
Judi t h Basin,

Mussel shel |, Toole, Treasure, Stillwater, Carbon, and Big Horn Counties,
with

t he exception of Fort Smith, Montana and a fifty (50) nile radius
thereof. (4)

Transportation utilizing luxury |inmousines or notor coach (bus) is
prohi bi t ed.

(5) Transportation of railroad personnel is prohibited. (6)
Transportation

novement s whi ch both originate and terminate within Billings, Mntana and
a

fifty (50) mle radius thereof are prohibited. (7) Transportation may
not

originate within Flathead County.

Commi ssi oner Rowe noved to grant permission to | ease PSC No. 9332 for the
peri od of one
year. Conmmi ssioner Fisher seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

(537) In the matter of TN1836 - Merganthaler's Transfer & Storage Co.,
Hel ena, Mont ana

requests permission to continue to | ease PSC No. 9377 to the City of Hel ena
for a one year

period, January 1, 1997 to January 1, 1998.

Class D - Ashes, waste, trash, rubbish and garbage in the City of Hel ena,
Montana, and to and frompoints within a radius of 35 miles of Hel ena,
Montana. Carrier is allowed to transport authorized cormmodities to
certified

landfills fromterritory authorized. Linmitations: Transportation

bet ween points

served by rail carrier or by a Cass "A" notor carrier for distances
beyond t he

radius of ten (10) nmiles fromthe Cty of Helena, is prohibited.

Commi ssi oner Anderson noved to grant perm ssion to continue to | ease PSC No.
9377 for a

period of one year. Conmi ssioner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed
unani nmousl y. APPEARANCE
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Laura Cal ki n
Centralized Services

(538) In the matter of the approval of Comm ssion M nutes; Conm ssioner
Fi sher noved to

approve the Conmm ssion Mnutes for the weeks of Decenber 9 and Decenber 16,
1996.

Conmi ssi oner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

(539) In the matter of the approval of the Conm ssion's cal endar;

Commi ssi oner Fi sher

noved to approve the February, 1997 cal endar with the addition of the

| egi sl ative breaks and

transmttal date. Comn ssioner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed
unani mousl y.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Conmi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)At the neeting of the Public Service Conm ssion of the State of Mntana
hel d at the Commission's Ofices in Hel ena, Montana, on Monday, Decenber 23,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conmi ssioner
Danny Cberg, Conm ssioner
Bob Rowe Comm ssi oner

APPEARANCE
Deni se Peterson, Dave Burchett

(540) In the matter of the Conmm ssion's discussion of Muntain Water
(Superior Division) -

Docket No. D96.6.96; Conmi ssioner Rowe noved to approve an order, subject to
edi ting,

granting the request for interimrate relief contenplating a February hearing.
Conmi ssi oner

Ander son seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

APPEARANCE
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Deni se Peterson, Dan Elliott

(541) In the matter of the Conm ssion's discussion of Montana Power
Conpany' s
WAPA Overcharge - Docket No. D96.8.143; Conmi ssioner Anderson noved to direct
staff to
draft an order consistent with the staff recomendation (« in 1996 and « in
1997). Conmi ssi oner Fisher seconded the notion, which passed unani nously

APPEARANCE
Karen Hamel, Ron Wods, M ke Sheard
(542) In the matter of the Conm ssion's discussion of Western Wrel ess vs.
US West

Communi cation's Arbitration - Docket No. D96.9.150; Comm ssioner Qoherg noved
to

approve the Arbitration Order No. 5949b subject to editing. Conmn ssioner
Ander son

seconded t he nmotion, which passed unani nously.

APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson

(543) In the matter of the Conm ssion's discussion of Montana Power
Company' s Nat ur al

Gas Case - Docket No. D96.2.22; Commi ssioner Cberg noved to direct the staff
to informthe

parties the Comm ssion will schedule a work session on January 12, 1996 to
receive a report

on the status of negotiations and consider lifting the procedural order stay.
Conmi ssi oner

Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

APPEARANCE
Robi n McHugh, M ke Lee

(544) In the matter of the Conm ssion's discussion of Montana Power
Conpany' s Del ay

Li ght Rate case - Docket No. D96. 3. 33; Conmi ssioner Rowe noved to i ssue a

Noti ce of

Conmi ssion Action granting an MPC notion for an approxi mate one nonth del ay of
filing

electric lighting tariffs. Conmi ssioner Anderson seconded the notion, which
passed unani nously. There being no further business to cone before the
Conmi ssi on the neeting was adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:
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Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)At the neeting of the Public Service Conm ssion of the State of Mntana
hel d at the Commission's Offices in Hel ena, Montana, on Monday, Decenber 23,
1996, the foll owi ng nenbers

were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Chair
Dave Fisher, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conmi ssioner
Danny Cberg, Conm ssioner
Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson, Kate Whitney, M ke Sheard

(545) In the matter of the Conm ssion's discussion of Extended Area
Service - Dockets

D95. 10. 146 and D95. 10. 147; Commi ssi oner Fi sher noved to direct staff to draft
an order

whi ch approves EAS, the stipul ated agreenent entered into by USWC and MCC, a
2.55

postage stanp rate which certain protections for switching without penalty and
directing

USWC t o use every neans of communi cating new pricing options to the public.
Commi ssi oner Rowe seconded the notion. Conmm ssioner Anderson then noved to
tabl e the noti on.

Conmi ssi oner Fi sher seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

Conmi ssi oner Anderson noved to direct staff to schedule an EAS stipul ation
presentation
Conmi ssi oner Rowe seconded t he notion, which passed unani nously.

APPEARANCE
Karen Hamrel, Ron Wbods, M ke Sheard

(546) In the matter of the Commi ssion's discussion of AT&T vs. USWC
arbitration - Docket

No. D96.12.200; Conm ssioner Cberg noved to i ssue a Notice of Conmi ssion
Action on a

notion fromUSWC as outlined by staff attorney granting and denying the notion
in part.

Conmi ssi oner Rowe seconded t he notion, which passed unani nously.

APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson, Dan Elliott, Denise Peterson, Robin MHugh

(547) In the matter of the Conmmi ssion's discussion of Electric Industry
Restructuring and

various | egislative devel opments - Docket No. D96.12.206; Conmi ssioner Fisher
noved to

i ssue Protective Order No. 5963. Conmi ssi oner Anderson seconded the notion
whi ch passed

unani mousl y.
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There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was

adj our ned.

ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

( SEAL)

NANCY McCAFFREE, Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSON, Conmm ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROWE, Conmi ssi oner
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